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Historical towns usually have a rich urban environment with 
buildings that testify to their development.
The history, the “myth”, the natural and the man-made environment, 
are cast into the past and shape the physiognomy of the town. 
Furthermore, the present functional demands of the town influence 
its physiognomy. The definition of land uses, of town planning and 
of building regulations, which provide for the present and future 
functional demands of the town, contribute to the shaping of its 
present and future physiognomy.
Today, in our country, unified building regulations are defined and 
are enforced by statutory legislation that concerns all kinds of tradi-
tional settlements.
These building regulations cover the physiognomy of a particular 
kind of traditional settlement, the “village”, which is mainly 
residential, constructed by country people, anonymous architects, 
without town planning, while its construction is sparse, with ribbon 
development. The majority of traditional settlements in our country 
are indeed of this type. However, legislation addressed to this 
type of settlement does not resolve the needs of historical towns. 
Hermoupolis, for example, is a historical town with town planning 
legislated since the town was established and with various land 
uses (residence, industry, commerce, administration, etc.) more 
akin to a town rather than a village. The current legislation, with its 
undifferentiated building regulations, is more suited to traditional 
villages rather than towns and it will have a negative impact on the 
physiognomy of historical towns.
In this paper, the contribution of town planning and of building 
regulations to the shaping the physiognomy of towns is examined. 
Hermoupolis of Syros (the capital of the Cyclades region) is 
examined as a case study.
There is a need to accommodate and to incorporate the present 
identity of the town into its historical physiognomy. The 
“osmosis” of the present functional demands of the town to its 
past characteristics will build up a new physiognomy, which will 
harmonically correlate the past with the future, the ethical values 
with the practical demands.
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This paper presents simulated cellular interactions and 
developmental processes in a new general problem-solving method 
which combines general formal expression with evolutionary 
computation and has been applied to architectural design. The 
general method and its architectural interpretation have been 
implemented through the languages GENETICA and G-CAD, 
respectively. The presentation includes a case study, while a 
new generation of creative CAD applications based on evolving 
interactive objects is proposed.
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Geologic, oceanographic and topographic data and field 
measurements from the coastal area in front of the city of Heraklion, 
on the island of Crete, as well as deep sea wave measurements and 
shallow wave prediction numerical modelling, were used for the 
determination of the 1884 foreshore. Data from numerous drillings 
performed in the coastal area of Heraklion were used for the 
stratigraphic study of the area. For the calculation of the shallow 
area wave height, deep region wave height and wind measurements 
in the Cretan Sea were used as input data for the shallow wave 
prediction model, taking into account archive data concerning 
the sea bottom bathymetry and the topography of Heraklion area. 
The maximum wave run up on the coastal area in 1884, which 
determines the limit of the old foreshore zone, was then calculated, 
in order to be estimated the critical requirements of the Act 2971/
2001 and the Compulsory Law 2344/1940 “the maximum however 
unexceptional sea wave run up in extreme weather conditions”. 
Finally the innermost limit of the foreshore zone during 1884 was 
defined as the 3.5 m level.
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This article aims to provide a historical review and a critical 
analysis of the restoration of Serpieri’s Mansion. This building is 
currently known as the main branch of the Agricultural Bank of 
Greece (ATE), located at Panepistimiou and Edouardou Lo Str., 
Athens. Its position opposite the Trilogy (Academy, University, and 
Library), its owner, Giovanni Baptista Serpieri, and its architect, 
Anastassios Theofilas, make this study extremely interesting.
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In the context of modern architecture, the garden is either totally 
absent or of a secondary, marginal importance since, as a rule, it 
surrounds the dwelling, staying always “out” of it, which is due to 
the fact that, in the context of modern architecture, construction 
has acquired the pride of place and, as a result, the architect 
will place the substantial of habitation features related to human 
being’s higher wishes that cannot be satisfied with constructions 
in the margin of his design-oriented endeavour. By this article, we 
attempt to unveil the significance of the cultivated garden, which 
has been the ideal environment for habitation and the place of 
eternal bliss man has sought through myth and poetry since the 
very remotely ancient times of the legendary friendship between 
Gilgamesh and Enkidu. Excavating language, we discovered a 
design-oriented model that can meet such a “poetic” place of 
dwelling, where cultivation is in reconciliation with construction
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